
  

Don’t Duck 
Metadata 

  Reading a Metadata File 
Let’s try to interpret a metadata file that you’ve never seen before. Take a few minutes to 
answer  several questions about the file. Write down the element name that you use to 
answer the question. 

q W h a t ’ s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  d a t a  sW h a t ’ s  t h e  t i t l e  o f  t h e  d a t a  s e t ?e t ?   

q What geographic locat ion does i t  descr ibe? What are i ts  bounding What geographic locat ion does i t  descr ibe? What are i ts  bounding 
c o o r d i n a t e s ?c o o r d i n a t e s ?   

q W h a t  i s  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r m  o f  t h e  g e o s p a t i a l  d a t a ?W h a t  i s  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o r m  o f  t h e  g e o s p a t i a l  d a t a ?   

q Atlas 
q Diagram 
q Globe 
q Map 
q Model 

q Profile 
q Remote-sensing image 
q Section 
q View

q W h y  w a s  t h i s  d a t a  s e t  c r e a t e d ?W h y  w a s  t h i s  d a t a  s e t  c r e a t e d ?     

q FF i n d  t h r e e  p l a c e  k e y w o r d s .i n d  t h r e e  p l a c e  k e y w o r d s .     

q WW h o  c r e a t e d  t h e  d a t a  s e t ?h o  c r e a t e d  t h e  d a t a  s e t ?     

q AA r e  t h e rr e  t h e r e  g a p s  i n  t h e  d a t a ?  W h a t  i s  m i s s i n g ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ?e  g a p s  i n  t h e  d a t a ?  W h a t  i s  m i s s i n g ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ?     

q HH ow re l iab le  are  the data? What  problems remain in  the data  set?ow re l iab le  are  the data? What  problems remain in  the data  set?   

q WW hat spatial data format (vector, raster, pixelhat spatial data format (vector, raster, pixel , etc.) is used to represent the , etc.) is used to represent the 
d a t a ?d a t a ?   

q L i s t  t h r e e  d a t a  s e t  a t t r i b u t e s  a n d  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  e a c h .L i s t  t h r e e  d a t a  s e t  a t t r i b u t e s  a n d  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  e a c h .   

q H o w  c a n  s o m e o n e  g e t  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  d a t a ?  W h o  d i s t r i b u t e s  i t ?H o w  c a n  s o m e o n e  g e t  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  d a t a ?  W h o  d i s t r i b u t e s  i t ?   

q W h a t  s o u r c e s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  d e v e l o p  t h i s  d a t a  s e t ?W h a t  s o u r c e s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  d e v e l o p  t h i s  d a t a  s e t ?   


